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And he proved right. At the close of the
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played their part in BMW’s legendary run
of sidecar victories.

Willi Faust and Karl Remmert

International Tourist Trophy 1955: Noll/Cron ahead of Faust/Remmert in the Manx Arms Corner.
Above right: Faust (left) and Remmert win the 1955 German Grand Prix.
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Editorial 

Dear Friends of the BMW Group,

Today BMW enjoys a reputation primarily as a producer of premium automobiles and high-
quality, sophisticated motorcycles. But the company’s exciting past abounds with plenty of
other tales. There’s the story of BMW’s utility vehicles in the 1930s and ’50s, for example
(page 12), while a major feature on BMW aero-engines shows how BMW persuaded
Germany of the merits of the radial engine (page 18). This achievement is typical of many
BMW ventures, as exemplified in such concepts as the BMW GS Series (page 41) or the sen-

sational architectural coup that is the BMW Museum (page 46). And it is backed by many more stories
that make up the BMW heritage. As you can see, we have again put together a smorgasbord of topics
for you in this latest issue. Plenty to read – and plenty to look forward to.

Enjoy!

Holger Lapp
Director BMW Group Mobile Tradition

Contents Issue 03.2005 The Farmobil during offroad testing.
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Mobile Tradition live –
anthology 2003 – 2005
Paperback, 497 pages, 1,130 illu-
strations, many in colour.
BMW Mobile Tradition
Schleissheimer Strasse 416
D-80935 München
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To bring the past alive – that is the mission
of BMW Mobile Tradition. Nowhere else
can you experience the fascinating and
multifaceted history of the company more
intensely than in this comprehensive
anthology of Mobile Tradition live. You, as
friends of the brand, are the first to be
informed of this exclusive offer. 
500 pages arranged according to subject
areas present articles spanning three years
of Mobile Tradition live and covering every
aspect of the BMW past. This richly illus-
trated publication features captivating
background stories on the products and
evolution of the BMW enterprise. 
As this is a strictly limited-edition publi-
cation, we recommend that you use the
attached reply card to make sure you
don’t miss out on your Mobile Tradition
live anthology.

EUR 39.90 
Limited edition!

Place your order now.
We have 20 BMW 507 keyrings to give away to 20 lucky winners
among the first 100 orders received.

The keyring retails at EUR 19.90 and is modelled on the famous wheel
knock-offs of the legendary BMW 507 from the year 1955.
This high-quality and totally scratchproof keyring is available from
BMW Mobile Tradition in a limited edition of 1,955.

500 pages – more than 1,000 pictures
The best of three years of Mobile Tradition live

++ Order now! +++ Order now! +++ Order now! +++ Order now! +++ Order now! ++

BMW Mobile Tradition

anthology
2003 – 2005

Facts  Automobiles  Motorcycles  Aircraft
engines Motor sport Company Portraits      

Events  Anniversaries  Book launch

Mobile Tradition live
BMW

If there is no card attached, you may order the Mobile Tradition live anthology
2003 – 2005 by telephone, fax or email.
Jan Roll, BMW Mobile Tradition
Phone: +49 (0)89 38 21 08 84             Fax: +49 (0)89 38 23 73 63 Email: Jan.Roll@partner.bmw.de
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Holger Lapp, Director of BMW Mobile
Tradition, and Johann Raiger, who
heads BMW’s company archive, proudly
took delivery of the muscle car generat-
ing 170 bhp at 4,200 rpm. A push of the
starter button next to the steering wheel
stirs the six-cylinder biturbo diesel
engine to life. This power unit in the
Desert X5 comes straight from the BMW
pre-development division for diesel
units in Steyr, Austria. With a view to
conserving the driveline, it was decided
to stick with a torque of 570 newton-
metres rather than a possible 700 Nm.
The Dakar Rally has been held annually
since 1979, largely on the African conti-
nent. The toughest and longest offroad
sporting event is also the world’s best-
known desert rally, more familiar as the
Paris-Dakar. It is divided into three main
categories: motorcycles, cars and
trucks.
BMW has been involved right from the
start and has claimed a raft of success-
es with its BMW GS motorcycles. In
1981 and 1983 Hubert Auriol won the
Dakar, while in 1984 and 1985 victory

went to Gaston Rahier. Following a
lengthy absence, the company returned
to the event in 1998 with its single-
cylinder bikes based on the BMW F 650.
In 1999 and 2000 the winner was
Richard Sainct, who demonstrated the
reliability of the single-cylinder Enduro
bikes.
The X-Raid Team, managed by Sven
Quandt since 2002, made a sensational
first appearance in the Dakar. In 2003
they celebrated a stage win together
with overall victory in the 4x4 diesel cat-
egory. Khalifa Al Mutaiwei in the BMW
X5 X-Raid succeeded in winning the
Raid Rally World Cup in 2004, while
2005 saw ex-world skiing champ Luc
Alphand gain fourth place in the BMW
X5 diesel.
For the 2006 Dakar Rally, the X-Raid
Team from Trebur in the German state of
Hesse have announced that Nasser Al-
Attiyah of Qatar and South African Alfie
Cox will be in the driver line-up. These
two seasoned desert drivers will be gun-
ning for overall victory in a new BMW
X3CC diesel.

Presentation of a BMW X5 by manager Sven Quandt of the X-Raid Team from
Trebur in Hesse – another gem for BMW Mobile Tradition’s motor sport collection
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BMW X5 

Engine

Output

Transmission

Weight

Brakes

Displacement

Top speed

six-cylinder inline diesel

270 bhp at 4,200 rpm

six-speed manual 

1,900 kg

inner-vented disc brakes with
four-piston brake callipers

2,999 cc

185 km/h

Above: A glance inside the cockpit of the Desert X5: Sven Quandt points out details of the BMW X5 X-Raid. 
Below, from right: Sven Quandt, Team Manager of the X-Raid rally team, presents the powerpack to Holger Lapp, 

Director of BMW Mobile Tradition, and Johann Raiger, head of BMW’s company archive.
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The desire of many families, workers and
employees to get to destinations near
and far independently of public transport
and sheltered from the elements led to a
flood of designs in early 1950s Europe
that sought to marry the ride comfort of a
small car with the maintenance costs of a
two-wheeler. 
In 1953, Commendatore Rivolta in
Bresso, Italy launched the patented Isetta
front-opening door design in an attempt
to keep customers in tow who were keen
to move on from their ISO two-wheelers.
At BMW in Germany, where the mood
had tired of two-wheelers, the Isetta
licence presented a chance to jump onto
the fast-departing bandwagon.
It was to become a success story that
would save the undercapitalized plant in
Munich, with its upmarket car and motor-
cycle image, right into the 1960s.
The book BMW Isetta – Ein Auto bewegt
die Welt (BMW Isetta – A Car Moves the
World) not only shows the 50-year-old

Isetta and the original ISO design, which
battled unsuccessfully against FIAT in
Italy, but also gives a detailed account of
failed competitors such as Hoffmann of
Düsseldorf and fellow licensee builders
in France, Britain and Brazil. BMW off-
shoots like the little-known scooter pro-
totypes and the more upmarket BMW
600 and 700 models are also given due
exposure. No technical details or politi-
cal and economic circumstances that
impacted on the Isetta’s global career
are overlooked.
As well as excerpts from BMW documents
never previously published, there are spe-
cial chapters devoted to the individual
variants, colour options and equipment
levels, rendering the book of interest not
just from a historical point of view but also
of use to restorers.
BMW Isetta – Ein Auto bewegt die Welt
by Manfred Seehusen and Andy
Schwietzer is published by Bodensteiner
Verlag at a cost of 29.90 euros.

BMW Isetta – half a century old

BMW Group Mobile Tradition: Facts

BMW Isetta – Ein Auto bewegt die Welt
192 pages, Euroformat, over 200
illustrations, many in colour.
Bodensteiner Verlag
Andy Schwietzer
Neuwallmodener Str. 14
D-38729 Wallmoden
ISBN 3-9806631-2-4

A few weeks ago, Dr Michele Blandino
and his wife Barbara dropped by at BMW
Mobile Tradition while on a business
visit to BMW. 
Dr Blandino is currently Managing
Director of Carrozzeria Bertone Spa and
was delighted to come face to face with
the BMW 3200 Coupé and the only
BMW 3200 CS Cabriolet built by his
predecessors – and to be allowed to get
behind the wheel of these models. It was
at the 1961 Frankfurt Motor Show that
BMW had presented the last of the big
eight-cylinders to derive from the BMW
501. Nuccio Bertone was the man
behind the design of the elegant BMW
3200 CS Coupé. By request of Dr
Herbert Quandt, Bertone adapted a
BMW 3200 CS Coupé into a Cabriolet in
1962, but for reasons of cost it remained
a one-off model.
A brief retrospective of more than 90
years of Bertone shows how a four-man
operation evolved into an automotive
factory with a production capacity of
some 70,000 units:
In 1912, 28-year-old carriage-builder

Giovanni Bertone set up his own small
workshop as a family business for build-
ing and repairing carriages. Coachwork
by Bertone was already very popular at
that time, distinguished as it was by
exceptional elegance. Then in 1914,
Giuseppe (“Nuccio”) Bertone was born
and in due course followed in his father’s
footsteps.
After the 1940s and the years of war and
reconstruction, Bertone developed into
a successful car factory in the 1950s,
while in the 1960s the company focused
on implementing various GT concepts
before undergoing radical changes in
the ’70s and collaborating with world-
famous exclusive marques. Through the
’80s and ’90s, too, it proved a success-
ful, “upwardly mobile” enterprise.
Nuccio Bertone died on 26th February
1997, just days before the Geneva
Motor Show. It was a particular blow to
the staff of Turin-based Carrozzeria
Bertone.
Bertone has had a reputation for unusu-
al design thanks to the countless car
bodies on which the company has left its

stamp. To this day the name is a byword
for the best in Italian car design – a tradi-
tion that goes back more than 90 years.

Bertone calls in at BMW Mobile Tradition

Dr Michele Blandino, Managing Director of
Bertone, in the unique BMW 3200 CS

Cabriolet. Below: His wife Barbara Blandino
on a BMW C1, a blend of motorcycle and car

designed by Bertone in 1999.
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World’s first BMW Z8 Club founded in Munich

Z8 aficionados from around the world are already celebrat-
ing tomorrow’s classic

BMW Z8 Club meeting: future classics outside the BMW Research & Innovation Centre in Munich.

On Saturday, 11th June 2005, 130 Z8 devotees from Germany,
Austria, Belgium, Switzerland, Holland and the USA gathered in
Munich to found the world’s first BMW Z8 Club. 68 of these fas-
cinating 400 bhp sports roadsters converged on Munich for the
occasion. With the backing of BMW Group Mobile Tradition, the
founding meeting was held on its premises. Olaf Hetze, the
man who initiated the club, was voted in as its first president. 

At the top of the agenda was a tour of BMW M GmbH.
Professor Ulrich Bruhnke, chief executive of BMW M, along with
various experts from the development and production phase of
the Z8 were on hand to answer questions from the auto fans.
Following a photo call outside the BMW Research and
Innovation Centre, it was off to BMW Mobile Tradition in
Schleissheimer Strasse, where a range of individual models and
prototypes from the BMW Z8’s development period could be
viewed. This was followed by the official part of the occasion
and the founding of the BMW-accredited type club.  

On Sunday the cars belonging to the BMW Z8 Club mem-
bers could be admired en masse during their first joint outing
through the Bavarian Alps on their way to Bad Wiessee. The
worldwide fascination with the Z8 is closely allied to the leg-
endary BMW 507 from the year 1955. The BMW Z8 represents
a revival of the concept behind that fifties classic and ranks as
its modern-day rendition: breathtakingly beautiful with classic
proportions and featuring innovative technology – in a word, the
revival of a legend. 

Holger Lapp, Director of BMW Group Mobile Tradition:
“The BMW Z8 symbolizes the bridge from the past to the
present and on into the future. In many respects it is the mod-

ern-day interpretation of the BMW 507 theme. As a ‘future
classic’ it will give its owners pleasure for many years to come
and has already become a sought-after collector’s item with
lasting value.”

Back in 2003, readers of the car journal Motor Klassik had
similarly recognized the powerful cult potential of the Z8 and
placed it first by a long way in their vote for the “Classic of the
Future” in the convertible category. The chief criteria in this
choice were timeless values and aesthetics. 

The conditions of its production also favoured a swift rise
to classic status. The model was only produced from 2000 to
2003, with a total of 5,703 units being built during this period.
Even before the launch of series production the BMW Z8
achieved international fame as James Bond’s “official car”, as
also reflected in the 3,000 or so models exported to the
United States. 

The Z8 entered the marketplace with a price tag of
127,000 euros. Currently, well-preserved models are available
for around 100,000 euros, underlining the high value retention
of the Z8 on the road from new car to classic. This is also cor-
roborated by current demand for the roadster. Olaf Hetze: “I
have already had a number of enquiries from potential buyers
interested in acquiring as-new models, but on the sales side
there hasn’t been a single appropriate offer so far. And I don’t
really think any of our club members would be willing to part
with their Z8.”

Further information on the Z8 Club e.V. is available at
www.press.bmwgroupcom or http://www.z8-club.de
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The “cult car” label is popular and fre-
quently bestowed. But there is one car
this indisputably applies to: the BMW
2002. Like few other cars besides, this
model embodies the spirit of the early
1970s. And it is this zeitgeist phenome-
non that BMW Mobile Tradition is cur-
rently reproducing with the help of spare
parts. The best thing about it is that visi-
tors to the BMW Museum next to the
Olympic Tower can follow its progress on
a daily basis at the Museum’s “glass
workshop”. 

In the beginning was the number

What triggered the project was the fact
that Mobile Tradition, the heritage divi-
sion of the BMW Group, can today pro-
vide an estimated 90 percent of all spare
parts for the BMW 2002. That makes

parts supply for this recent classic –
which can be researched on the internet
at www.bmwmobiletradition.com – out-
standingly good. 

It didn’t take long for the idea of
rebuilding a BMW 2002 to be hatched.
The work is based on an original
bodyshell from the 1970s. The few spare
parts not available in Mobile Tradition’s
stock are being sourced from a donor car
or remanufactured by hand. With the
erection of the glass workshop on the
grounds of the BMW Museum Exhibition
next to the Olympic Tower, moreover, the
perfect location has been found to give
the 250,000 or so annual visitors a
unique chance to watch its construction
“live”. Should the BMW 2002 tii ever
have to be taken out of the glass work-
shop for specialist work, there’s an

immediate replacement waiting to occu-
py the hydraulic ramp in the shape of a
BMW 3.0 CSL. The project, scheduled to
continue until the end of the year, is in the
capable hands of master car mechanic
Arthur Heimann and the head of the
BMW Group Mobile Tradition workshop,
Klaus Kutscher. Using several thousand
Original BMW parts, Arthur Heimann is
putting together a more than 30-year-old
new car. 

Cult car – cult colour

This new car, model year 1973, will have
a powerful heart: a 2.0-litre four-cylinder
providing 130 bhp will pump life into the
BMW 2002 tii. In the days of the Beetle,
190 km/h with moderate consumption of
9 litres/100 km was not to be sniffed at. A
0 to 100 km/h spurt in 9.4 seconds drove
family men into raptures and then
straight to their nearest BMW showroom.
At the time the dream car was to be had
for 14,400 marks. The historical hue of
the day – literally – was reflected in the
paintwork options of the time: Verona,
Golf and Colorado were among the vivid
finishes available. But the hallmark body
colour of the day was Inka, a strong
shade of orange. And that’s the body-
work colour of the BMW 2002 tii current-
ly being built – a true gem of the 1970s. 

The restoration project can be
watched daily from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. at
the BMW Museum Exhibition on the
Spiridon-Louis-Ring. 

Glass workshop:
BMW rebuilds the cult car of the 1970s

Highlight: BMW 2002 tii with Inka paintwork.

Visitors can watch the live progress of the bodyshell to a complete BMW 2002 tii through the “glass workshop”.

BMW Group Mobile Tradition: Facts
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Pickerington, Ohio. The name says it
all: calling itself “Motorcycle Hall of
Fame” without any false modesty, this

museum in Columbus, Ohio is backed by
the American Motorcyclist Association
(AMA), the umbrella organization for

American bikers.
The museum houses

around 140 milestones of
motorcycling history,
starting with a replica of
the Daimler Riding Car
and continuing all the
way to the latest
motocross championship
bikes. A well-stocked
library and numerous tro-
phies, posters, dioramas
and scale models, as well
as a wide-ranging collec-
tion of bikers’ gear, com-
plement this presenta-
tion of the history of
motorcycle riding.

The Hall of Fame

At the core of the
museum is the Hall of
Fame, where to date
more than 200 people
who have rendered serv-
ices to the world of
motorcycles are hon-
oured. 

Among them are
BMW Superbike riders

Reg Pridmore and Steve McLaughlin, as
well as John Penton, who rode a BMW R
69 to set up a new record for the New
York to Los Angeles distance (“from
coast to coast”) with a time of 52 hours
and 11 minutes. 

Peter Fonda has also been hon-
oured for his role in the cult movie Easy
Rider, as has designer Craig Vetter for
his pioneering work in the field of motor-
cycle fairings. 

Focus on sporty production bikes

This illustrious circle presents a worthy
context for a special exhibition jointly
organized by BMW of North America
and collector Peter Nettesheim: “BMW:
The Mastery of Speed” turns its atten-
tion to the sporting past of the BMW
brand. 

But it is not so much a case of racing
successes and competition bikes.
Rather, it is the sporty production mod-
els that take centre stage, allowing the
exhibition to span an arc across eight
decades – from the BMW R 47 of 1927
to the freshly launched BMW K 1200 R. 

The BMW classics on display
(including the BMW R 5, BMW R 90 S
and BMW K 1 models) hail from the com-
prehensive collection of BMW enthusi-
ast Peter Nettesheim of Huntington,
New York. “All my motorcycles are road-

Special exhibition in the Motorcycle Hall of Fame Museum in Ohio

BMW: The Mastery of Speed
Since opening on 20th July 2005, a new exhibition at the Motorcycle Hall of Fame Museum in Pickerington/Ohio has been showcasing a panoply
of rare BMW motorcycles, exceptional background histories and artworks from BMW’s own archives never before seen in public. Some of the
exhibits have been personally provided by the curator and well-known collector Peter Nettesheim. 

Above left: Mark Mederski (left), Director of the Motorcycle Hall of Fame Museum, and Laurence Kuykendall of BMW of North America at the
opening of the exhibition. Centre: Sporty classic from the 1970s: a BMW R 90 S. Right: A glimpse of the exhibition. 

The exhibition curator: Peter Nettesheim, a BMW enthusiast
from Huntington, New York.
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ready. When they were delivered here,
Mark Mederski, the Director of the
Museum, wanted to put down tin baths
to catch the oil. I had to explain to him
that my motorcycles come from
Germany and therefore do not shed any
oil!” 

Mederski, who was more than
happy to dispense with his tubs after
being thus enlightened, is especially
impressed by the sporting component
of the brand: “Long before most other
manufacturers, BMW understood the art
of developing high-performance motor-
cycles. This exhibition not only traces
BMW’s sporting genes back to their
roots but also gives visitors the opportu-
nity to follow their evolution with the
help of several of the brand’s most sig-
nificant models.”

80 years of heritage

Laurence Kuykendall, spokesman for
BMW Motorcycles of North America,
adds: “BMW is a comparatively small
motorcycle brand in the United States.
Only few people know that our two-
wheeled heritage goes back 80 years. If
you look at our latest models, you
should spare a thought for what the
older models achieved in the sporting
arena.”

The exhibition on the internet

Numerous members of BMW Motor-
cycle Owners of America were also
present at the opening of the exhibition
as it coincided with the 33rd Annual
Meeting of the clubs, which was taking
place at the same weekend just a few
miles away in Lima, Ohio. 
The exhibition runs until June 2006.
Those interested can find further
detailed information on the Motorcycle
Hall of Fame at the following internet
address:

http://www.motorcyclemuseum.org

BMW Group Mobile Tradition: Facts

Pictures at an exhibition: text and picture
panels complement the exhibition (right).
Adding the final touches before the opening
(bottom). 
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75 years ago

After the first BMW automobile, a 3/15
PS DA 2, had emerged from the factory
in March 1929, keen sports motorists
clamoured for a sporty version of this
small car. BMW complied with the wish-

es of its customers and in April 1930
unveiled the Type 3/15 PS DA 3
Wartburg, a rather special automotive
treat modelled on the English Austin 7
“Ulster”. Its light-alloy bodywork reflect-

ed the prevailing sports car fashion in
miniature with its long bonnet, fold-
down windscreen and sharply tapering
boat tail. 
The construction team had retuned the
750 cc four-cylinder engine powering
the diminutive roadster from 15 to 18
horsepower thanks to an increased
compression ratio, a copper intake man-
ifold and a dual exhaust system. That
enabled the 2-seater – which weighed in
at just over 400 kilograms – to achieve
speeds of more than 90 km/h, and it
soon turned into a popular and success-
ful competition car. BMW paid special
tribute to its place of birth: for the first
time since 1903, a car was endowed
with the Eisenach trademark. Just 150
examples of this alluring roadster, which
kick-started BMW’s motor sport history,
were produced up until 1931.

Anniversaries in 2005

In the shadow of the castle: the BMW 3/15 PS DA 3 Wartburg

Facts  Fakten  Faits  Fatti 

BMW came into being towards the close of the First World
War as an aircraft engine factory and rapidly earned a reputa-
tion thanks to its BMW IIIa high-altitude unit. After the war,
however, when the Treaty of Versailles banned the manufac-
ture of aero-engines in Germany, BMW lost virtually its entire
business portfolio. The production of truck and marine
engines was not an economic success. That enabled factory
manager Martin Stolle, himself a keen motorcycle rider, to
push through his proposal for building a motorcycle engine.
Stolle took his lead from his own Douglas bike and designed a
500 cc side-valve flat-twin Boxer. This unit, the first examples
of which were completed in December 1920, was supplied by
BMW to numerous motorcycle manufacturers throughout
Germany, including Victoria, Helios, Bison, SMW, Corona and
Hoco. With the M 2 B 15, BMW laid the foundation stone for a
second product line: in September 1923 the company
launched its first motorcycle.

Page 10

85 years ago

M 2 B 15 – the first BMW motorcycle engine

A design principle which BMW has perpetuated to this day: the Boxer
engine. The M 2 B 15 marked the start of BMW motorcycle production.

Fast and easy handling: cutting a dash with
the BMW 3/15 PS DA 3 Wartburg.
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